174            CZECHS   AGAINST   GERMANS

the President and the Parliament will be maintained.
National minorities are to be respected and may organise
their own cultural life; full equality of language is
guaranteed*

The Secretary of State, Karmasin, who spoke in the
debate on behalf of the German minority, said that he
felt that this constitution should be the beginning of a
new era. One should forget the differences that had
existed for the last few decades. The Germans, he added,
had the fervent desire to make this experience of
Lebensraum not only successful for Germany, but to set
an example for the whole of Europe.

One might thus think that, according to this report,
the Slovak constitution has finally brought in all the
liberties for which the suppressed Slovaks have been
yearning. This, however, is not the case, as the Press,
especially the German Press, reports that, * the Slovak
Jews have now learned to work!' In his latest speech,
quoted elsewhere in the German Press, Tiso, reminded
his audience of the tradition of a thousand years, filled
with proud periods, of the Slovak people (sic). The
German people under National Socialism have broken
the chains, under which the Slovak people had also
suffered. Slovakia 'gratefully accepted the Fuehrer's
helping hand and is now treading the path to a new and
happy epoch in Slovak history. Tiso received a German
press representative to whom he spoke of Czech economic
methods. He said that Slovakia had a large number of
factories and mineral deposits. Prague, however, destroyed
the factories and did not exploit the deposits, not only in